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RELEASED IN PART 
Bl, L4(B), 1.4(D) 

/005 R 



1. (C) KAL CRASH: 115 KILLED, 1 SUICIDE, AND MANY 
UNRESOLVED QUESTIONS (JAM) 
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EVIDENCE CONTINUES TO MK)UNT THAT THE CI^S^|l^jCfi|BlEr) 
858 WAS A TERRORIST ACT. THERE IS ALSO SOME 
CIRCUMSTANTIAL EVIDENCE OF NORTH KOREAN INVOLVEMENT. IP 
THE NORTH WAS RESPONSIBLE, A PLAUSIBLE MOTIVE IS HARD TO 
GLEAN: ME AGREE WITH AN EMBASSY ROKG SOURCE WHO FOLLOWS 
THE NORTH THAT THE KAL CRASH SEEMS TO COUNTER THE NORTH'S 
PROFESSED DESIRE TO SECURE AN OPPOSITION VICTORY. 
SIMILARLY, WHILE THE OLYMPIC DISRUPTION SCENARIO IS 
PLAUSIBLE, THE TIMING IS OFF: WHY NOT WAIT UNTIL AFTER 
THE ROK ELECTION, UNTIL AFTER ALL CHANCE IS GOME FOR AN 
OLYMPIC COMPROMISE ACCEPTABLE TO PYONGYANG? / 



3. (S) WE ARE PLEASED THAT ROKG REACTION TO DATE HAS 
BEEN TEMPERED. WE HAVE BEEN ASKED TO HELP IN CERTAIN 
SPECIFIC INSTANCES, AND ARE DOING S0:1 



PREPARED TO SEND A TECH TEAM TO LOOK AT THE WRECKAGE, IF 
IT IS EVER FOUND ~ WHICH IT HAS NOT BEEN TO DATE. 

4. (U) PRESIDENT REAGAN AND SECRETARY SHUTLZ HAVE SENT 
MESSAGES OF CONDOLENCES, WITH THE PRESIDENT EXPRESSING 
CONCERN AT THE POSSIBILITY OF TERRORISM AND OFFERING OUR 
ASSISTANCE . 
SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 03 STATE 378446 



5. (C) COMING ON THE EVE (ALOMOST) OF THE ROK ELECTION, 
THE EVENT HAS INEVITABLY HAD DOMESTIC POLITICAL 
REPERCUSSIONS. GOVERNMENT CANDIDATE ROH HAS WARNED OF 
THE THREAT FROM THE NORTH AND HIS OPPONENTS ARE ACCUSING 
HIM OF EXPLOITING THE INCIDENT. 

6. (C) THE ELECTION CAMPAIQI: TV APPEARANCES UNDERWAY 
(EWK) 



CANDIDATES' TV SPEECHES HAVE BEGUN (EACH IS ALLOWED FIVE 
APPEARANCES HIM/HERSELF PLUS FIVE BY SUPPORTERS) . ROH 
DAE WOO, KIM DAE JUNG AND KIM SANG HYON (AS A STAND-IN 
FOR KIM YOUNG SAM) WERE FIRST UP. ALL HANDLED THEMSELVES 
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V»jix.^. iwu xviiPORTEDLY CAME AC310SS Tffi]S|iigP!§£MDlKnpo 
SOME OBSERVERS. WHAT REMAINS CLEAR IS THAT RACE IS 

VERY CLOSE AND CERTAIN TO STAY THAT WAY IF THE FOUR 
LEADING CANDIDATES STAY IN THE RACE. 

7. (S) AS THE CLOCK TICKS DOWN, ACCUSATIONS OF CAMPAIGN 
CHEATING ABOUND. THE EMBASSY REPORTS THAT WHILE MANY 
HAVE SOME FOUNDATION IN TRUTH, THE LEVEL OF VIOLENCE AND 
BRIBERY IS CONSISTENT WITH (LAMENTABLE) PAST KOREAN 
ELECTIONS. MORE WORRISOME ARE RUMORS THAT NEITHER THE 
GOVERNMENT NOR THE OPPOSITION IS PREPARED TO ACCEPT 
DEFEAT. YOU ARE PLANNING A MAJOR SPEECH IN WASHINGTON 
DECEMBER 9, AND THIS WILL PROVIDE AN OCCASION FOR A 
RESTATEMENT OF US VIEWS. 

8. (C) ELECTION OBSERVERS IN THE NEWS (EWK) 



VICE FOREIGN MINISTER PARK SOO-GIL AND TWO 
GOVERNMENT -DOMINATED SEOUL PAPERS HAVE RECENTLY BLASTED 
AWAY AT OBSERVERS AS AN INSULT TO NATIONAL SOVEREIGNTY, 
AND A LOT OF KOREANS PROBABLY ASIEE. THE SUCCESSFUL 
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EFFORTS OF KDJ'S MEN HERE IN FORMING AN OBSERVER MISSION, 
INCLUDING CONGRESSIONAL STAFFERS FROM BOTH SIDES OF THE 
AISLE, PROVOKED THESE BLASTS. IN SPITE OF THE TOUGH 
TALK, THE ROKG POSITION IS UNCHANGED: "VIEWING" AS 
"INDIVIDUALS" IS OK; "OBSERVERS" ARE NOT. WE ALSO HEAR 
THAT GOVERNMENT CANDIDATE ROH DAE WOO'S "FRIENDS," 
SUDDENLY WORRIED THAT THE ONLY OBSERVERS WILL BE 
UNSYMPATHETIC TO THEIR MAN, HAVE PUT CONSIDERABLE 
PRESSURE ON THE NATIONAL REPUBLICAN INSTITUTE TO SEND A 
TEAM. NRI WILL APPARENTLY DO SO AND MAY JOIN THE 
NATIONAL DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTE MISSION WITH WHOM WE HAVE 
BEEN TALKING FOR MONTHS. OUR IMPRESSION IS THAT, 
REGARDLESS OF PERSONAL SYMPATHIES WITH VARIOUS 
CANDIDATES, MOST OF THOSE EXPRESSING AN INTEREST IN 
OBSERVING THE ELECTION ACCEPT THE IMPORTANCE OF AMERICANS 
STAYING LOW KEY. WHETHER THEY WILL BE ABLE TO RESIST 
MEDIA ATTENTION, ETC., ON THE GROUND IS A DIFFERENT 
MATTER. IN ANY EVENT, WELCOME OR NOT, THERE WILL BE A 
NUMBER OF GROUPS IN KOREA ON ELECTION DAY REGARDING 
THEMSELVES AS OBESERVERS AND ATTEMPTING TO CARRY OUT THAT 
FUNCTION. OUR EMBASSY HOPES TO STAY AS UNINVOLVED AS 
POSSIBLE . 
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■HRISTMAS TRADE LIST (T. 




AT THE SUGGESTION OF AMBASSADOR LILLEY, THE INTERAGENCY 
WORKING GROUP IS PREPARING A DEMARCHE ON URGENT TRADE 
ISSUES FOR DELIVERY HERE AND IN SEOUL. OUR MESSAGE WILL 
DRAW ATTENTION TO CERTAIN AREAS IN WHICH WE EXPECT 
PROGRESS BY YEAR'S END. INSURANCE, HIGH QUALITY BEEF, 
CIGARETTES, AND INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY RIGHTS TOP THE 
LIST, WE WILL MAKE THE POINT THAT WE CAN MAINTAIN OUR 
NON-CONFRONTATIONAL APPROACH ONLY IF IT ACHIEVES POSITIVE 



RESULTS 

10. (U) LAST WEEK, OUR WANG ATE US UP INSTEAD OF THE 
THANKSGIVING TURKEY 



IF ANYONE NOTICED, WE FAILED TO SUBMIT A STATUS REPORT 
LAST WEEK. AN INTRACTABLE WANG WAS LARGELY RESPONSIBLE 
ALONG WITH THE HOLIDAY. SHULTZ 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED TO SUVA AND VIENTIANE. 
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